The Times of Our Life

We hope you enjoyed last month’s story, | Was A Marine. While we don’t live in the past, our history
of, family, friends, places and events have shaped our lives. What memories from your past have shaped
your life? We will continue sharing stories about The Times of Our Lives throughout 2023. Knowing that
life gets busy, and stories like these can get lost and not shared, we want them to live on. We hope that
you will enjoy our stories and begin a process of reflection and share your stories with family and
friends.

In May we committed to discussing some of the most important issues to assist you in assessing your
retired life happiness. This is the seventh newsletter in the series.

A story by John will follow.
The Importance of a Retired Life Check-Up by Trisha Parker

Do you live up to the goals, values, and standards, you have set for yourself?
Here are a few verses that came to mind regarding goals, values, and standards.

Pay careful attention to your own work, for then you will get the satisfaction of a job well done,
and you won’t need to compare yourself to anyone else.
(Galatians 6:4) NLT

| don’t mean to say that | have already achieved these things or that | have already reached
perfection. But | press on to possess that perfection for which Christ Jesus first possessed me.
No, dear brothers and sisters, | have not achieved it, but | focus on this one thing:
Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies ahead,
(Philippians 3:12-13) NLT

If you reject discipline, you only harm yourself; but if you listen to correction,
you grow in understanding.
(Proverbs 15:32) NLT

An old garden philosopher once said: “Your actions today are seeds which grow into the garden (or the
weed patch!) of your life tomorrow. Don’t plant dandelions if you want to grow petunias!” Have you
taken the time to set goals and define your values and standards. If not, you should. Take a close look at
your behavior. Your behaviors reveal your goals, your goals reveal your personal values. Your values
reflect what is most significant in your life. You can begin to see the values on which our life is based if
you look at what you regularly give your time, money, and energy.



One of the most significant things you can do for yourself is to consciously decide on the values you wish
to express in your life. Unless you consciously think about your values, you will go through life simply
reacting to other people and your environment. Once you make a commitment to the particular values
you want to express in your life, you can select goals that are consistent with those values.

There are multiple levels of commitment: passive interest; active interest; compliance; qualified
commitment and absolute commitment. Make sure you are ALL IN!

We each have a true self that is ours to discover. It is our spiritual self that is here to make a difference
and to help others. How others see us is a reflection of our beliefs about ourselves and about others. We
have the freedom and power to choose the way we respond to whatever situation we are in and
whatever life hands us. Along with that freedom and power comes accountability. Throughout our life
we will face inconveniences and personal tragedies. The choices we make at each of these moments will
define us. It often takes courage and sometimes creativity to make those choices that are in sink with
the life we know we should be living. How confident are you in the direction your life is taking?

In the next newsletter we’ll ask the question: Do you like yourself, express yourself creatively, and
regularly help others?

The Best NBA All Star Game Ever by John Parker

The year was 1983. My mother worked for a man who was connected to people who could get tickets
to almost any type of event. With the NBA All-Star game scheduled to be played at the Forum in
Inglewood, Ca., | asked her to work her magic. She was able to get two tickets, and being the wonderful
mother and wife she was, she gave them to my father and me.

Dad and | arrived early and loved watching the people arrive for the game. Our seats were up pretty
high in the Forum, but we were there, and loving every minute of it.

After the game, we returned to our car and could see there were no driving paths in the parking lot.
People had gotten so frustrated they simply left their cars in the driving lanes, locked them, and went
into the game.

Fortunately, my father was a kindly and funny man. After the game, we simply sat back and watched
the frustration and anger of people trying to find their cars in the parking lot quagmire. Our favorite
couple we had seen pass by several times looking for their car had now enlisted the Forum Security
team. They were now riding around the lot in a security jeep. We did feel bad for them, but it was funny.
With the lot nearly empty, we decided to head home. | hope that couple found their car. Dad’s in
heaven now, but | know he’s still smiling.

“Times In My Life” is a recollection and reliving of those special times in my life that have
stayed with me through the years and provide me both inspiration and thankfulness.

Selecting the Right Church Home

In the June Newsletter we introduced six values that are essential to evaluating your choice as you begin
the search for your future Church Home. The information provided in this series comes from the sermon
notes and Study Guide created by the staff at Golden Hills Community Church.



As a refresher the values are: Gospel-driven; Christ-centered; Word-saturated; Mission-focused;
Hospitality minded and Community-oriented.

This month we will touch on the value of Mission-focused. The gospel offers the only hope for salvation
and the only way to have peace with God. We believe that the gospel message is to be heard and
understood by all people. We believe that Scripture teaches the necessity of proclaiming the gospel
message both in word and in deed. We believe that the church is the appointed and ideal means for
producing healthy disciples. We believe that God is bringing full and complete restoration to all things in
Christ.

If your church is mission-focused it will produce in its members a conviction — a tangible expression
evidenced by behaviors and choices that demonstrate what we as Christians truly believe and value.

We hope you are enjoying this series, as we believe this can be a powerful way to provide guidance on
what you should be looking for in your future Church choices.



