The Times of Our Life

We hope you enjoyed last month’s story, Memories. While we don’t live in the past, our history of,
family, friends, places and events have shaped our lives. What memories from your past have shaped
your life? We will continue sharing stories about The Times of Our Lives throughout 2023. Knowing that
life gets busy, and stories like these can get lost and not shared, we want them to live on. We hope that
you will enjoy our stories and begin a process of reflection and share your stories with family and
friends.

In May we committed to discussing some of the most important issues to assist you in assessing your
retired life happiness. This is the fifth newsletter in the series.

A story by John will follow.
The Importance of a Retired Life Check-Up by Trisha Parker

Do you have enough love in your life?

Here are a few of verses that came to mind regarding love.

May you experience the love of Christ, though it is too great to understand fully.
Then you will be made complete with all the fullness of life and power that comes from God.
(Ephesians 3:19) NLT

Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love comes from God.
Anyone who loves is a child of God and knows God.
(1John 4:7) NLT

Owe nothing to anyone—except for your obligation to love one another.
If you love your neighbor, you will fulfill the requirements of God’s law.
(Romans 13:8) NLT

Personal Love between a Spouse, Family Member or Friend

Personal love is the sharing of a deep and lasting rapport. Whether it is our spouse, family member or
friend, we feel at ease with each other. No matter how close we live to each other or how frequently we
see or talk, the moment we connect, we feel as though we have never been apart and immediately pick
up where we left off. A loving relationship is one built on trust and respect. This describes a spouse,
family member or friend that you know will be there for you —not to judge you but to help shoulder your
sorrows and share in your joys.

The first and greatest love of all is the love that God has for us.
Trust and nurture this loving relationship.



Prior to retirement we are each day presented with the opportunity for numerous and varied
responsibilities, along with a variety of work-related social interactions.

After retirement many people began to feel somewhat isolated and socially deprived.

We all need a support system of friendships and social interaction to live a happy and meaningful retired
life.

It is important to keep in mind that being social does not mean you have loving friendships,
acquaintances perhaps, but not loving friendships. One true loving friendship will bring you more
fulfillment than your entire directory of Facebook “Friends”.

In the next newsletter we’ll ask the question: Do you have enough humor in your life?

Almost Made It by John Parker

For those who knew me growing up, | had one goal, and that was to play Major League Baseball.
| practiced every day playing catch with my father, mother, sister, neighborhood kids, or anyone else
who would join me.

| was getting close and playing on a Los Angeles Angel’s scout team when the Viet Nam War and
Uncle Sam came calling. Four years in the U. S. Air Force, married with a child on the way, life had
another plan for me. Years later, one of our three sons became a professional baseball player, so, in a
way, the dream was realized.

Now, let me share with you how the dream almost became fulfilled in another most interesting way.
Back in the 1960’s, before the L. A. Angel’s had their own stadium, they played at Dodger Stadium.
One night, my friends and | attended a game that went well into extra innings. At the time it was the
longest game in Angel’s history. My friends and | were now sitting in the front row box seats. Jimmy
Piersall was in the On Deck Circle, and when he was introduced, pretending to be too tired, he wobbled
his knees, turned around, handed me his bat, and pointed to home plate. The crowd laughed and |
didn’t know what to do. Piersall then turned around and took the bat back. So, there you have it. As a
teenager, | almost got a chance to hit in a Major League game. | should have capitalized ALMOST.

“Times In My Life” is a recollection and reliving of those special times in my life that have
stayed with me through the years and provide me both inspiration and thankfulness.

Selecting the Right Church Home

In the June Newsletter we introduced six values that are essential to evaluating your choice as you begin
the search for your future Church Home. The information provided in this series comes from the sermon
notes and Study Guide created by the staff at Golden Hills Community Church.

As a refresher the values are: Gospel-driven; Christ-centered; Word-saturated; Mission-focused;
Hospitality minded and Community-oriented.

This month we will touch on the value of Christ-centered. The gospel insists that Christ is the head of
the church and the ruler of history. Christ-centered describes how we view Christ as Lord of all things,
Source of everything whether spiritual or physical, Motive in life to live for Him and not for ourselves.
Purpose to become spirit-empowered, disciple-making disciples, our Hope and longing as Christians is to
experience the fullness of Christ’s Kingdom, and Christ is the Fulfillment of all the promises God had
made previously to redeem the world, fulfilled in Christ and through Christ.



We hope you are enjoying this series, as we believe this can be a powerful way to provide guidance on
what you should be looking for in your future Church choices.



