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The Times of Our Life

We hope you enjoyed last month’s stories, Echo Park and First Born. While we don’t live in the past,
our past, family, friends, places and events have shaped our lives. What memories from your childhood
do you have that shaped your life? We will continue sharing stories about The Times of Our Lives
throughout 2022. Knowing that life gets busy, and stories like these can get lost and not shared, we
want them to live on. We hope that you will enjoy our stories and begin a process of reflection and
share your stories with family and friends.

The Elevator Story by John Parker

This past month, my wife Trisha and | traveled to Southern California to celebrate our oldest son
Michael’s 50th birthday. His wife Summer did an amazing job in planning and hosting a wonderful event
for all of his family and friends. Hard to believe we have a son who is fifty. We are truly blessed.

During our stay in the Orange County area, | began to get a funny feeling about our hotel. The more |
looked around the hotel and gazed out windows, distant memories became more clear. Let me explain.

As a young man, | grew up in Southern California. | was a baseball player from the time | could walk. In
one of the leagues | played, we were 13-to-15 year olds. During one of those years, selected as an All-
Star, we traveled to Manhattan Beach to play in a tournament. It was a hot summer day and after
playing our first game we went to our hotel to check in.

Keep in mind, we were a bunch of rowdy, dirty, sweaty young jocks, not a high school debate team.
We jammed as many guys into that hotel elevator as we could until the door closed. The elevator began
to move slowly, then began to shake, then stopped. An entire baseball team crammed into a small
elevator now stopped and then nothing but silence.

We pushed the emergency alarm, but there was no response. We yelled and yelled, but no response.
Time went by. It was so humid with us so crammed together, that the walls of the elevator were
dripping with sweat.

After what seemed like an eternity, a voice from the top of the elevator shaft could be heard. It was a
fireman asking, “Have the flames reached you?” We got scared. “What flames?” Well, it seems we had
overloaded the elevator causing the motor to catch fire and the hotel had been evacuated. That’s why
we were left alone for so long. They had to bring in a special jack to let the elevator down an inch at a
time. It was a long afternoon.



“Times In My Life” is a recollection and reliving of those special times in my life that have
stayed with me through the years and provide me both inspiration and thankfulness.

Roles of the Holy Spirit in the Life of Christians

Over the next several months we will be sharing 10 ways the Holy Spirit works in the lives of believers.
This information comes from Christianity.com.

#4 - The Holy Spirit Is a Source of Revelation, Wisdom, and Power: “These are the things God has
revealed to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. For who knows
a person’s thoughts except for their own spirit within them? In the same way, no one knows the
thoughts of God except the Spirit of God” (1 Corinthians 2:10-11).

God gives His followers the Holy Spirit so that we may know Him better. Since the Holy Spirit is
God’s Spirit, it knows the thoughts of God and reveals those thoughts to believers. The Holy Spirit
opens believers’ eyes to the hope of salvation and the inheritance they have in Christ.

Jesus knew that his disciples would need the power to carry out their mission to be witnesses to the
entire world.

Jesus told his disciples, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and you will
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)

Christians have access to power, revelation, and wisdom from the Holy Spirit, just as the Apostle
Paul wrote to believers in Ephesus,

“I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of
wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. | pray that the eyes of your heart may be
enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious
inheritance in his holy people, and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is
the same as the mighty strength he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at
his right hand in the heavenly realms” (Ephesians 1:17-20).
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