
 

 

 

                                             

The Times of Our Life 

   We hope you enjoyed last month’s story, The Night of Nights. While we don’t live in the past, our past, 

family, friends, places and events have shaped our lives. What memories from your childhood do you 

have that shaped your life? We will continue sharing stories about The Times of Our Lives throughout 

2022. Knowing that life gets busy, and stories like these can get lost and not shared, we want them to 

live on. We hope that you will enjoy our stories and begin a process of reflection and share your stories 

with family and friends.  

Echo Park by Trisha Parker 

   When John and I returned from living in Italy for two years, his four year tour of duty in the U.S. Air 

Force was completed. Soon after his discharge, he began working and completing his college degrees. I 

was about to give birth to our first son Michael. With very little money, John was both trying to finish his 

college degrees and support our growing family. This meant taking odd jobs at various times and 

studying, mostly in the bathtub, late at night.  

   With John away at his college classes, group meetings, or doing library research, I was getting a bit 

lonely. John’s father, Frank, a wonderful man, realized this, and came by to take me on an outing. He 

took me to Echo Park. 

    Echo Park is this serene area on the border of downtown Los Angeles. One of it’s attractions is a small 

lake where you can rent various types of watercraft. We rented a paddle boat and with a great deal of 

enthusiasm, off we went. 

    So far, so good. But dad is getting older and a bit out of shape, and, I’m PREGNANT! We got across the 

lake, found ourselves exhausted and questioned our ability to return to shore. Legs paddling and hands 

pushing the water behind us, we were able to ever so slowly return to shore. We laughed about our 

crazy adventure for years. 

First Born by John Parker 

    The morning after Trisha gave birth to our first son Michael, she was to be released from the hospital. 

My mother had been helping us get ready for the baby. She had washed our sheets, other laundry and 

folded cloths. Mom was so helpful in every way she could.  

    At the time my father ran a Phillip’s 66 Service Station which was located on a very busy intersection 

at the mouth of two canyon roads. To get to the hospital you had to pass by Dad’s station. When Mom 

and I left to pick up Trisha and the baby, in our excitement, we forgot to take clothes for Trisha to wear 

home. It was back to the apartment. Every time Dad looked up, it seemed like Mom and I were driving 

by his station with no Trisha and nor a baby. He couldn’t figure out what was going on. 
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   Well, we did get to the hospital, but I forgot my checkbook. Thanks Mom. You bought yourself one fine 

grandson and a Birthday Present. Michael was born on his Grandma’s Birthday.   

“Times In My Life” is a recollection and reliving of those special times in my life that have                 

stayed with me through the years and provide me both inspiration and thankfulness. 

Roles of the Holy Spirit in the Life of Christians 

Over the next several months we will be sharing 10 ways the Holy Spirit works in the lives of believers. 

This information comes from Christianity.com. 

#3 - The Holy Spirit Dwells in Believers and Fills Them:  The Holy Spirit is God’s presence in the lives of 

believers. “Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you?” (1 

Corinthians 3:16, ESV) 

http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=1+corinthians+3:16
http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=1+corinthians+3:16

