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The Times of Our Life

We hope you enjoyed last month’s story, My Creston Surprise. While we don’t live in the past, our
past, family, friends, places and events have shaped our lives. John’s trip to lowa shaped his life. We will
continue sharing stories about The Times of Our Lives throughout 2022. Knowing that life gets busy, and
stories like these can get lost and not shared, we want them to live on. We hope that you will enjoy our
stories and begin a process of reflection and share your stories with family and friends.

The Tattered Dress by John Parker

| was ten-years-old and all about riding my shiny bike I’d gotten for Christmas. It was giving me that
feeling of freedom to experience for the first time in my life. My mother, who did not yet drive, was
enjoying sending me to the local little grocery store for last minute cooking items. What a great new
world!

In my hometown of Glendale, California, the wealthier you were, the further North in town you lived.
We lived on the Southern border near the train tracks a block north of the Glendale Train Station. Don’t
get me wrong, we loved it. My friends and | would ride our bikes for hours, from one house to another,
and all around the neighborhood. Only darkness could stop us with the calls from our mothers that dinner
was ready.

Then came a very special day for our little place on the Earth. Some unusual looking trucks rolled into
the parking area of the Station. Then some very fancy looking cars began to pull in and park. It was a
production company about to film scenes all day for a movie titled The Tattered Dress, starring Jeff
Chandler and Jeanne Crane. Everyone in our neighborhood was very excited.

Now, let me explain. Even though | was only ten, | thought my 18-year-old neighbor Jo-Lee was a babe.
She had baby sat for my sister and me a couple of times and | guess | had a crush on her. Well, on the
morning of the Station shoot, Jo-Lee had come down to watch them film and was wearing short-short
cutoff jeans. At noon, the crew took their break for lunch. We all headed back to our homes for lunch as
well. After eating our PB & J’s, we jumped on our bikes and headed back to the station. On the first
filming break, Mr. Chandler came over to our group, signed our autographs, and looking at Jo-Lee, now
wearing long pants and said, “How come you changed?”

| guess he thought she was a babe too!

“Times In My Life” is a recollection and reliving of those special times in my life that have
stayed with me through the years and provide me both inspiration and thankfulness.

Reasons Why Having a Relationship with The Lord Is Important

Peace: If you have a relationship with Christ, you can have peace/comfort in any circumstance because
Christ has asked us to lay our burdens on Him. Do you know anyone else you could do this with? (Not
likely).

Joy: We have Joy when we know that God is in control and that He is working all things out for the good
and His glory. What a Joyful thing it is to know that God is always there to guide us and all He asks is that
we call on Him.



