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The Times of Our Life

We hope you enjoyed last month’s story, The Tattered Dress. While we don’t live in the past, our
past, family, friends, places and events have shaped our lives. What memories from your childhood do
you have that shaped your life? We will continue sharing stories about The Times of Our Lives
throughout 2022. Knowing that life gets busy, and stories like these can get lost and not shared, we
want them to live on. We hope that you will enjoy our stories and begin a process of reflection and
share your stories with family and friends.

Wrigley Field by John Parker

If you are a baseball fan, you know Wrigley Field, the home of the Chicago Cubs. This iconic stadium
was built in 1914 and has become an important part of baseball history. As a boy loving baseball, |
always enjoyed watching games broadcast from Wrigley Field. It was so different with its ivy covered
outfield walls and the local neighborhoods just beyond.

Several years ago, my wife Trisha was scheduled to attend some meetings in Chicago (we live in
California) and asked if | wanted to travel with her. | jumped at the opportunity and off we went. Travel
alert! It’s cold in the winter in Chicago!

For the first couple of days, while she attended meetings, | simply walked around the city and
explored. | was your typical tourist and wasn’t paying much attention to my surroundings. At one point,
a man stopped me and asked me where | was going. | told him “l was just walking.” “Not in this area
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you’re not!” he said. He then sternly redirected me to a “safer” location to walk. “Thank you” kind

stranger, whoever you were.

Finally, my wife had a free day and we explored the city together. It was cold and there were a few
snowflakes in the air. She asked me if there was any place | wanted to see, and, of course, | said | would
love to see Wrigley Field. She said, “Great, let’s go.” So, with the temperature dropping and a few
snowflakes falling, we headed to Wrigley Field.

When we arrived at Wrigley, it was cold and a bit dark for daytime. At the front of the stadium we
could see a light on inside the glass door so we knocked on it. A young man in a security uniform came
to the door and we asked him if we could come inside to see the stadium. To our surprise, he said “O.K.,
come on in.” We went through a tunnel, up through a dugout, and out onto the field. There we were!
On Wrigley Field! We went from home plate, down the right field line to the ivy covered wall, then
walked slowly around the warning track (I snatched a piece of ivy, please don’t tell anybody), back to
home plate and into the dugout.

If you’re a baseball fan, you know what that day means to me.



“Times In My Life” is a recollection and reliving of those special times in my life that have
stayed with me through the years and provide me both inspiration and thankfulness.

Reasons Why Having a Relationship with The Lord Is Important

Forgiveness: No matter who we are we will be subject to sin however, having a relationship with Jesus
allows us to be redeemed when we confess those sins and repent of them. God is a Merciful and
forgiving God full of Grace, that’s why He sent us His Son Jesus Christ. What a relief it is to know that
God will forgive us!

Hope: We have an Assurance/Hope that God will never forsake us or leave us. God always keeps His
promises and is always faithful to those promises. As we have mentioned in past articles, you will not
find this in the World, only in God.



