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The Times of Our Life

We hope you enjoyed last month’s story, My Hands Across America. While we don’t live in the past,
our past, family, friends, places and events have shaped our lives. Aunt Eddie shaped our lives. We will
continue sharing stories about The Times of Our Lives throughout 2022. Knowing that life gets busy, and
stories like these can get lost and not shared, we want them to live on. We hope that you will enjoy our
stories and begin a process of reflection and share your stories with family and friends.

Remembering Aunt Eddie by John Parker

My father, Henry Franklin Parker, was named after his uncle Henry, one of five brothers. Given the
Parker brothers were a mostly rough and tumble crew from the farms of Kansas, uncle Henry was unique
given his diminutive stature and refined lifestyle. Moving to the West Coast and marrying the love of his
life Edna, the two had a wonderful life together.

After Henry’s passing, Edna relocated to an apartment in Pasadena, California. My family lived in the
adjoining city of Glendale. While she was very independent, my family made sure to keep an eye on her
and provided transportation when necessary.

One of Edna’s (we called her Aunt Eddie) passions in life was classical music. At that time in Southern
California, the Glendale Symphony, under the direction of Carmen Dragon, performed each season at the
Dorothy Chandler Pavilion in downtown Los Angeles. My wife Trisha and | offered to take Aunt Eddie to a
performance. She loved it and bought season tickets for the three of us through the next two seasons.

While we thoroughly enjoyed the experience, getting dressed up, going to the theater, and hearing the
music she loved in person, brought Aunt Eddie true joy. One night driving her home, she even shared she
had a bit of a crush on Maestro Dragon. We all had a good laugh. We miss Aunt Eddie and those nights
filled with love and wonderful music.

“Times In My Life” is a recollection and reliving of those special times in my life that have
stayed with me through the years and provide me both inspiration and thankfulness.

Last month we asked the question,
“Is There a Reason To Be Hopeful in the Coming Year?” and to consider where you place your hope.
Hope of The World (Temporary) or Hope in the Lord (Eternal and Everlasting)

While this choice may seem simple, many of us get confused when making it. Often, it’s because we
lack the knowledge of who God is and what he has intended for us. If we lack knowledge, we are setting
ourselves up for failure when it comes to making informed choices.

It’s easy to get frustrated with God because His ways are not always clear to us and at times do not
make sense, but do not let that diminish the hope we have in Him. God is not always easy to understand
but the more we get to know Him (knowledge of the Lord), the better we will understand our purpose
and the reason to always have hope in our lives now and for all eternity. Make it a goal to learn more
about God this year, more about the right kind of Hope, Hope in the Lord.

Romans 5:5 “And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.”



