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The Times of Our Life 

     We hope you enjoyed last month’s story, My Family Was Rich. Looking forward to the New Year, in 
this month’s story, we reflect on the needs of others. We will continue sharing stories about The Times of 
Our Lives throughout 2022. Knowing that life gets busy, and stories like these can get lost and not shared, 
we want them to live on. We hope that you will enjoy our stories and begin a process of reflection and 
share your stories with family and friends. 
 

My Hands Across America by John Parker 
 

     I realize how old I am in recalling this story, but that’s  what life is all about isn’t it. The date was May 
25, 1986. After the “USA for Africa” group had just made $53 million with the song “We Are The World,” 
promoter Ken Kragen originated a plan for Americans to hold hands and form a human chain across the 
entirety of the United States. His plan required a staff of 400, 9 months of planning, and cost upwards of 
$26 million. Hands Across America was a nationwide effort to raise awareness and money for the plight 
of the hunger and homeless in America.  
 

     On that date, Memorial Day Weekend, beginning in Battery Park in Manhattan at The Statue of Liberty, 
the first of an estimated 5 million people began to link hands. The link passed through the White House 
gates where President Reagan and wife Nancy took hold. Coretta Scott King participated as did prison 
inmates, biker gangs, Elvis impersonators, and even Mickey Mouse at Disneyland. 
 

     The linking of hands successfully crossed 16 states and Washington D.C. that day in 1986. My wife 
Trisha and I, along with my parents, held hands for 15 minutes of solidarity completing the link in Santa 
Monica, California. It was a day we all enjoyed and talked about for years. I also enjoyed meeting the lady 
who held my other hand in the link. Nice meeting you, Angie Dickenson!  
 

“Times In My Life” is a recollection and reliving of those special times in my life that have                 
stayed with me through the years and provide me both inspiration and thankfulness.   

 

We want to wish you and those you love happiness in the New Year. 
 

Is There a Reason To Be Hopeful in the Coming Year? 
 

The answer is absolutely yes if you have placed your hope in the right thing, which is to say is your hope 
placed in the World or in the Lord. What is the difference between hope in the World and hope in the 
Lord? 
 

Hope of The World (Temporary):  “I hope tomorrow is a better day”; “I hope to go to Disney World next 
year”; “I hope the Dodgers win the World Series.” 
 

Hope in the Lord (Eternal and Everlasting):  The knowledge that God can do all things and that these 
things are for our good and His Glory; The Knowledge that God keeps all His promises for our ultimate joy; 
The Knowledge that God’s love never fails or leaves us, even when we do not feel or see His presence at 
times, he has said He will always be there for us. 
 

It is safe to say that most of us would opt for Eternal and Everlasting vs. Temporary, we have a choice.      


